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On Friday the seventeenth I got up at three on the morning and started
to Ghattiya a place fourteen miles away from this town and arrived there by
ten. Though there Is a road on our way It was very difficult to walk on It
as it rained and dried up. The clayey terrain troubled barefooted walkers.
Bearers of palanquins are called Behras here. They belong to the caste of
Gopalakas. In our parts palanquin-bearers of Uppada vehemently object
to our touching the bow of the palanquin they bear as it is an ill omen for them
and their race, they feel. They are very principled in their habits and are
pious, shunning meat and they wear garlands of Tulasi the sacred leaf. Smoking
of country cigars is prevalent here but hukka is not heard of. There Is a
scare of tigers here near the forests and mountains towards the right side of
today's track. While we are walking, there Is a commotion near the market
place as a tiger snatched away a dog from the market place. There Is only
one market place in this town. The rented houses built for the convenience of
travellers here are very small and so pitching the tents In the middle of the
road, we adjusted somehow. I hear that from here onwards there are no
choultries at halting places. Everything is available here. Six miles away from
this place there Is a police station where two police constables are posted.
Some of my followers suddenly developed stomach-ache and when I
administered hundred drops of spirit lavender to each they are cured. Some
suffered from blood motions and I cured them by giving ten drops of a parti-
cular liquid with sugar. Those who suffered from purglngs are cured by
giving small pills of purified opium. But the venereal infections are not easily
curable. By chance, one of the bearers, though very strong is unable to walk
after having intercourse with a woman, on the way. He came to me and
I tried my best to get him cured but unable to cure him I left him with some
friends at Calcutta.
God alone knows why He created women so attractive but at the same
time by a chance intercourse the men are exposed to such a deadly disease.
But what I surmise is that by creating women so attractively, God willed that
persons who seek His favour should avoid these women just as they run away
out of fear from tigers and other wild animals of the jungles. 'But his
illusory powers are Incompatible to human mind and hence they become prey
and are unable to conquer the infatuation.
Though local residents of Utkal do not eat tamarind and chilli as
much as we eat in our parts, these commodities are sold in the market for the
benefit of travellers from our parts. These people use dried'chips of mango
in place of tamarind. Large number of mango trees can be seen here.
Even in houses, these trees are grown. The bearers in these parts invariably
utter the words c Hari Bob' In full throated voices while ascending steep tracks.
'ISthJtme, 1831
Getting up early at four on the morning of Saturday the eighteenth, we
proceeded to a place called Guttack which is 14 miles awray and arrived there by